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Environmentally Sensitive Subdivision Threatened by 

Proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline in Nelson County 
	  

Horizons Village Neighborhood of Nellysford in Path of Dominion’s 
Appalachian Trail South Alternate Route 

	  
March, 2015, Nellysford, VA – Horizons Village, an environmentally sensitive subdivision 
in Nelson County, is in the path of Dominion’s proposed Appalachian Trail South 
Alternate Study Corridor for Dominion’s Atlantic Coast Pipeline project. Friends of 
Horizons, a group formed to study the impacts of a pipeline in Horizons Village, found that 
pipeline construction and operation would entail safety, environmental, and other risks. The 
alternate route runs through seven private lots in Horizons Village and bisects 65 acres of 
common land that is subject to a conservation easement in perpetuity. 
 
Horizons Village is a highly mountainous and forested subdivision on Rt. 151 and lies 
within the George Washington National Forest proclamation boundary. The 400-acre 
neighborhood is composed of 40 private lots, many of which are occupied by full-time 
residents, and more than 100 acres of conserved common land. Horizons Village property 
owners are bound by a set of covenants designed to protect the neighborhood’s ecology and 
natural environment. 
 
During their impact assessment, Friends of Horizons discovered that the Appalachian Trail 
South Alternate Route runs directly across steep mountain terrain—consisting of a thin 
layer of topsoil over highly fractured bedrock—and through at least five critical drainage 
streams. The elevation falls dramatically from the proposed route to lots below, dropping 
from 1,500 feet to less than 900 feet, with some grades as steep as 58 degrees. The blasting 
required to install a 42-inch pipeline along this ridge would likely result in flooding, erosion, 
landslides, and well contamination, Friends of Horizons concludes. 
 
Friends of Horizons also warns of the threat of wildfires, which is already a concern for 
residents. “The Virginia Department of Forestry assessed our wildfire risk between ‘HIGH’ 
and ‘EXTREME,’ so it’s not the best place for a natural gas pipeline,” says Larry Herring, 
co-chair of Friends of Horizons.   
 
Resident Dave Bennett warns of the risks to fire crews and other first responders in the event 
of an emergency. “Horizons Village has only one paved entry and egress,” Bennett explains. 
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“If this primary road were in any way compromised, emergency responder access would be 
delayed or impossible, and residents would be trapped inside the emergency zone.” 
 
One of the neighborhood’s most recent buyers is a young military couple, William and 
Melissa Barr, whose lot is in the direct path of the alternate route. The Barrs indicated that 
they’ll probably have to abandon their property if the alternate route is approved. “The 
insertion of a pipeline would deny us the right to choose where and if we even build our 
home,” says Melissa Barr.  
 
Horizons Village is home to a wide diversity of plants and animals that thrive in the 
neighborhood’s confines specifically because of environmentally sensitive covenants that 
prohibit hunting, fishing, trapping, and clearcutting of trees. “We think of Horizons as a 
large nature preserve,” says Randy Whiting, a long-time resident. “Many different wildlife 
species, some of which are endangered or protected in parts of the country, would be 
permanently displaced due to the destruction of our common land and other lots.”  
 
Friends of Horizons plans to submit its full impact study to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) by the end of the scoping period, currently scheduled for April 28, 
2015. 
 
“We want the FERC and Dominion to know that Horizons Village, and Nelson County for 
that matter, is simply not a viable option for the pipeline,” Herring says. “It’s not only a 
matter of safety. A pipeline in Horizons Village would dissolve our identity as an 
environmentally sensitive subdivision.”  
 
Learn	  more	  at	  friendsofhorizons.org.	  

###	  
	  
About Horizons Village 
Founded in 1997, Horizons Village is an environmentally sensitive subdivision located at 
the southern end of Rt. 151 in Nelson County, Virginia. The 400-acre neighborhood is 
composed of 40 private lots, many of which are occupied by full-time residents, and more 
than 100 acres of common land subject to a conservation easement in perpetuity in favor of 
the owners. 


