
Finding the Site
Lewis Southard, a local historian,  purchased River Bluff 
Estate (U.S. National Register of Historic Places in Virginia) 
in 1980. This estate is located just outside Horizons Village 
on the Rockfish River and Route 151. In 1980 while hiking 
the farm and logging roads in the expansive area that would 
become Horizons Village, he stumbled upon an old foundation. 
Knowing the oral history of the area and the outbuildings 
owned by the Goodwins of River Bluff it was his belief that he 
had found the homestead of Liza Marble.

Addendum: Archaeological Find in Horizons Village

June 21, 1880 
Census in 
Nelson County 
(Rockfish River 
area) showing 
the Marble 
family. 

Large oblong hearth stones 
and bricks made up the 
hearth and chimney. 
Locally crafted bricks 
are from the 
Goodwin Mill which 
was in disrepair by 
the mid 1860’s.

Foundation site 
circa 1865. The 
homestead is 
approximately 
24 feet by18 feet 
with a hearth 
that was located 
in the north west 
wall.

History of Liza Marble

Liza (Elizabeth, Lizzie, Eliza) Marble was a slave attached 
to the Elk Hill Estate in Nellysford, Va. (U.S. National 
Register of Historic Places) which housed between 20 

slaves in the early 1800s to over 125 slaves by 1860 for the 
harvesting of tobacco. Liza was owned by the Coleman family. 

After the Civil War, Liza, along with the other slaves at Elk Hill, 
were freed. The newly freed slave stayed within the boundaries 
of the Elk Hill Estate, occupying a homestead along a bold 
creek that is now named the Liza Marble Creek in her honor. 
This creek is found completely within the borders of Horizons 
Village.

According to the U.S. Census of 1880, Lizzie Marble born in 
1840 lived with a husband, George and three children in the 
Rockfish River area of Nelson County.1 Freed slaves were not 
always named in the 1870 Census (refered to as the “Brick 
Wall Census” for African-Americans). Before the 1870 Census, 
names of freed slaves were not recorded, only attributes such as 
gender, age and condition of health.2 
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The Appalachian Trail South 
Route cuts through very large 
rock outcrops in Horizons 

Village’s collectively owned common 
land and surrounding areas. Blasting 
would undoubtedly be required to dig 
the pipeline trench. Streams, springs, 
and wells throughout the community 
could be severely compromised by this 
geological disruption. It is the goal of 
Horizons Village to protect the Liza 
Marble Creek and this historical site at 
all costs.

Horizons Village also lies within 
the South Rockfish Rural Historic 
District for which funding was recently 
approved by the Nelson County Board 
of Supervisors, April 2015. Horizons 
Village will lie at its heart, constituting 
about 20 percent of its total acreage. 
The Rockfish Valley Foundation is 
currently working with the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources to 
make part of the Southern Rockfish Valley an official Rural Historic District. Construction of a pipeline in Horizons Village and 
Nelson County as a whole would likely disturb many cultural artifacts and hurt the historical resources of the area.

Horizons Village lies in the heart of the proposed rural historic district. (Image courtesy of 
the Rockfish Valley Foundation.)

Impact of the The Appalachian Trail South Alternate Route on the 
Liza Marble Site

“W    ith the study of the pipeline’s 
impact on Horizons Village 
and finding this historic 

site, you can only imagine what this 
neighborhood has hidden in it that we have 
yet to discover.”  

      
- Randy Whiting, Horizons Village resident

On March 31, 2015 Lewis Southard walked the Liza Marble Creek 
with Horizons Village residents in search of this location. He 
found the original foundation where two creeks merge into the 
Liza Marble Creek. The foundation rests on a slight hill directly 
above these creeks allowing for a plentiful water supply.

Southard found bricks at the site that were crafted and fired 
locally and were at one time part of the Goodwin Mill (also called 
by the locals at that time “Brick Mill”) which was lying in ruins 
in the late 186os. Many locals gathered bricks from this mill 
to build their hearths, chimneys and outbuildings. This was a 
compelling sign that this foundation dates back to a Civil War 
time period. Large oblong hearth stones were also found on the 
north west border of the foundation indicating where the hearth 
and chimney once stood.

It is the intention of the Horizons Village Property Owners 
Association to find archaeologists from local universities to study 
this site.

1“United States Census, 1880,” index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MC5L-19S : accessed 6 April 2015), Lizzie 
Marble in household of George Marble, Rockfish River, Nelson, Virginia, United States; citing enumeration district 116, sheet 324B, NARA microfilm 
publication T9 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.), roll 1379; FHL microfilm 1,255,379.
2FamilySearch.org  April 9, 2015 https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/African_American_Census
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