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Friends of Horizons Submits Atlantic Coast Pipeline Impact 
Assessment to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

 
Report outlines adverse effects of proposed pipeline route on Horizons Village community 

and surrounding areas 
 
April, 2015, Nellysford, VA – Friends of Horizons, an organization formed to study the 
impacts of a natural gas pipeline in Horizons Village, submitted its official impact 
assessment to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), as well as elected 
officials and other stakeholders in Nelson County. The assessment details the adverse safety, 
environmental, and economic effects of the proposed pipeline route on Horizons Village, 
the Rockfish Valley, and Nelson County as a whole.  
 
Horizons Village, an environmentally sensitive subdivision in Nelson County, is in the path 
of the proposed Appalachian Trail South Alternate Route for the Atlantic Coast Pipeline 
project. The highly mountainous and forested 400-acre neighborhood comprises 40 private 
lots, many of which are occupied by full-time residents, and more than 100 acres of 
conserved common land.  
 
Friends of Horizons consulted with experts in such fields as wildfire prevention, 
environmental and ecological protection, geologic disruption, real estate, and historical and 
cultural preservation to conduct the assessment. 
 
“We felt it was important to reach out to independent experts to best understand the 
potential effects of the pipeline,” says Larry Herring, co-chair of Friends of Horizons. 
“People who are not only familiar with our area but also experts in their respective fields 
have verified the risks the pipeline poses. This will validate to the FERC that these are 
serious issues that must be carefully considered.”  
 
The impact assessment notes that the proposed pipeline route runs directly across steep 
mountain terrain—consisting of a thin layer of topsoil over highly fractured bedrock—and 
through at least five critical drainage streams and wetland areas. The elevation falls 
dramatically from the proposed route to lots below, dropping from 1,500 feet to less than 
900 feet, with some grades as steep as 58 degrees. The blasting required to install a 42-inch 
pipeline along this ridge would likely result in flooding, erosion, landslides, and well 
contamination, the report concludes. 
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The assessment also concludes that installation and operation of the pipeline would result in  
 

• An increased risk of wildfires: Horizons Village is a highly forested community 
already rated between “High Risk” and “Extreme Risk” for wildfires by the Virginia 
Department of Forestry. The neighborhood’s single means of entry and egress would 
complicate or inhibit emergency response and evacuation during a crisis. 
 

• Destruction of wildlife habitats: Horizons Village is home to a wide diversity of 
plants and animals, some of which are rare or protected, that thrive in the 
neighborhood’s confines specifically because of environmentally sensitive covenants 
that prohibit hunting, fishing, trapping, and clear cutting trees.  
 

• Devaluation of properties: According to real estate agents who have sold property 
in Horizons Village, even lots outside the pipeline’s blast zone would likely become 
less desirable, marketable, and valuable. One buyer recently cancelled her contract 
on a lot in Horizons Village after learning about the Appalachian Trail South 
Alternate Route.  
 

• Destruction of historical and cultural resources: Monacan Indian tribes occupied 
the land in Horizons Village, as did Liza Marble, a freed slave once attached to the 
nearby Elk Hill plantation. Horizons Village also constitutes approximately 
20 percent of the total acreage of the Rockfish Valley Foundation’s proposed South 
Rockfish Rural Historic District.  

 
The impact assessment notes that Horizons Village is not unlike many other communities in 
Nelson County: It shares similar terrain, groundwater resources, and wildlife habitats, and it 
hosts similar centuries-old historical and cultural artifacts. 
 
“The impact assessment will let the FERC and Dominion know that Horizons Village, and 
Nelson County for that matter, is simply not a viable option for the pipeline,” Herring says.  
 
The impact assessment is available for download on the Friends of Horizons website at 
friendsofhorizons.org/impact.  
 

### 
 
About Horizons Village 
Founded in 1997, Horizons Village is an environmentally sensitive subdivision located at 
the southern end of the Rockfish Valley on Rt. 151 in Nelson County, Virginia. The 400-
acre neighborhood is composed of 40 private lots, many of which are occupied by full-time 
residents, and more than 100 acres of common land subject to a conservation easement in 
perpetuity in favor of the owners. 

http://friendsofhorizons.org/impact

